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Abstract

A significant development in Tamil literature between the 15™ and 19™ centuries was
the emergence of minor literary forms (Sitrilakkiyam). Among these, Thoothu literature
occupies a unique position. The tradition of the Thoothu (message poem) holds an important
place in the cultural life of the Tamils, with its origins traceable to earlier periods. Nenju
Vidu Thoothu is recognised as the earliest Thoothu poem in Tamil. This genre employs a
messenger to convey sentiments or intentions on behalf of the speaker. It may be often an
animate or inanimate entity. In this tradition, “Alagar killai Vidu Thoothu” stands out for its
imaginative use of a parrot as the messenger of love. The poet sends the bird to Lord Alagar,
the presiding deity of Tirumaliruncholai to express the yearning and devotion of the speaker.
Through this literary device, the poem portrays the splendour of Lord Alagar seated upon
Tirumaliruncholai Hill, the charm of the Silambu River, the prosperity of the southern
Thenpandi country, and the aesthetic beauty of the temple. The poem also highlights the
divine majesty of Lord Alagar in his sacred holy appearance (tirukolam), as revealed through
the parrot’s message. Nevertheless, this article seeks to examine the literary merits and
cultural significance of “Alagar killai Vidu Thoothu ”.

Keywords: Alagar killai Vidu Thoothu, Parrot, Thoothu, Thirumaliruncholai Malai, Azhagar,
Varunanaigal.

References

[1] Anbu, A. Thoothin Tholai Noku Parvai. India Palkalaikazhaga Tamilasiriyar Matrum
Aaivu Kovai, Madurai Kamarajar University, Madurai- 629 021, 2011.

[2] Annamalai. Thirumanthiram Moola Padam Aaivu Pathipu. India Aaraichi Niruvanam,
84, Kala Sethra Salai, Chennai-600 041, Second Edition - 2002

[3] Arunagirinathar. Thirupugazh. Sri Hindu Publication, Chennai-600035, 2012.

[4] Acharya, B, S. Thirukkural. Narmatha Pathipagam, T.Nagar, Chennai-17, 2020.

[5] Radhakrishnan, S. Azhagar Killaividu Thoothu. Chennai-17, 2009.

[6] Paramasivam, T. Azhagar Kovil. Chennai-600 015, 2022.

[7] Perumal, B. 108 Vainava Dhivya Desangal. Sanker Printers, Chennai — 600 049, 2020

[8] Subramanian, P. Paripadal Moolamum Uraium. New Century Book House (P.Ltd),
Chennai — 600 098, 2004.

[9] Tamizharas, P. Tamil Vidu Thoothu Kattum Tamizhin Sirapu. Kalaigyan Printers,
Chennai — 600 017.

[10] Viswanathan, A. Kalithogai Moolamum Uraium. New Century Book House, (P.Ltd),
Chennai-600 098, 2011

[11] Jegathretchagan, S. Astaprabantham. Azhvargal Research Center, Thiyagaraja Nagar,
Chennai- 600 017.

LIGDLOF G Lps0 CLisyn Ga)mid LITT&6mevrds SmLiI@LITLD Be Eco-Friendly


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1153-1320
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0736-0047

> Academic Research News

Academic Research News
Peer-Reviewed Journal

77
Volume 3, SPL Issue 1, July 2025 E-1SSN: 2584-167X

Author Contribution Statement: NIL.
Author Acknowledgement: NIL.
Author Declaration: | declare that there is no competing interest in the content and

authorship of this scholarly work.
The content of the article is licensed under

https://ceativecommons.orq/licenses/bv/4.0/ International License.

LFwiF @Lps) GLigym Gaurth LITTSsnerd SrLiCGLImLD Be Eco-Friendly


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

O Academic Research News

Academic Research News
Peer-Reviewed Journal

78
Volume 3, SPL Issue 1, July 2025 E-1SSN: 2584-167X

Y& Blairswer afl() g/ G eusflliLi(hGGID auHenTen s FMLIL]

BT. UG, ugley stevsr : 21113154022030, wpewesreui LI L Sy uteumearit, SLOHEHHED6V Sy ll6uHLD,
05.8].3)bgisHs0TT, BraiGsrailsy — 629 002, wCearreTwenflwih FbsTeTTi LISVSHNEVE5SLHBID,
B (6 BLBeued -12, SOPBT®), @)HSwi.
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1153-1320
pemestalii UT. 1o. Glgw&evm, @ enswriGuyrAfluir, $01p 2 wirTiie) swwwid, 65. ). @)HgIs Hevsri],
BraTGsrallsy, LEETTsTWasTIWD FHSTOTTI LIVHMVESLSLD, HlHEHLGae - 12, s10pBTH), &)bSwr.
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0736-0047

9 U16)F & (hbSBLD

Sp  QVsswmisaflsy L ulflswrrwwrer FHppevssww 15 wpsed 19 g
BIDDTRTDL. FTTESH]. B)SHMHUW FDPIVSHNI 6UenFHHMD HT%I (Q)VSBUIBISET FDLIL)L)
ClLpmeDsY. SLUPTFHGT UTPID LITeWL I FHTVLD CBTL (5 &HI%I (WPoHHM @)L _SHensLl
ClupysIngl. SPlsb @pHalsh sTaphs ClBEhFMG HTSHI CIBTLBIS] YWOVTSEI HTH/MNS
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6TedTeyILD GlLIWI(Hd @, JMLI 6T6dT LOGWTHI6T () (HHSTEVID Tuwih GClFig spLflliLieusit, D8] cLpevLd
(39)6u6iT 6TEITLINS 2 _EWTTHGID WTEMEIT sPTEWMH 2 WL WeUedT, "5 6p(HouHH@GLD Gloiiiuiersvsv”
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